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PREMIUM OFFERED FOR A TRACT. 


The committee of the American Tract So- 
ciety, instituted at New-York, have received a 
donation of Fifty Dollars, to constitute a premi- 
um to be awarded to the writer of the best tract, 
in the judgment of the Publishing Committee, 
which shall be presented previous to the first 
day of January next, on the duty of professors 
of religion, especially those who have wealth, 
to consecrate their property to the spread of 
the Gospel. ona 

“ The thought,” says a communication from 
the donor, “ rests with weight on my mind, that 
in making a profession of religfen, we conse- 
crate our property, as well as ourselves, to the 
service of God. Yet are not many guilt” of 
the sin which was visited with such signai«ven- 
geance upon Ananias and Saphira, of keeping 
back a part of what they have devoted to the 
Lord ? I tremble, especially for the wealthy 
professor, lest to very many such, the saying of 
our Lord should be verified, that it is ‘ easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for arich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God? Cannot something be published in 
the inviting form of a tract, that shall bring 
home to the consciences of professors ofreligion 
the solemn truths ?” 

The communications should be addressed to 
Mr. William A. Hallock, Corresponding Sec- 
retary of the Society, No. 3, Cedar Street, N. 
York : and the wishes of the writers, as to the 
mentioning of their names, and the disposal of 
their manuscripts after they had been read by 
the committee, will be in all respects strictly 
compligd with.—Religious Chronicle. 


Remarks by the Editor of the Telescope. 

So much for the famous National Tract So- 
ciety. Instead of publishing tracts to reform 
mankind and promote practical piety, a premi- 
um of fifty dollars is offered to find out a more 
successful way of begging money to learn young 
men the trade of preaching; and to support 








the numerous anti-christian societies, set on 
foot by worldly, interested, and designing men, 
in direct opposition to the spirit and precepts 
ofthe gospel. The crafty and ambitious de- 
signs of the priesthood are plainly and indispu- 
tably manifested in the formation of the Amer- 
ican Tract Society. All their faculties are put 
upon the stretch to devise and invent plans to 
gain an ascendency over other sects, to estab- 
rish a national religion, and thus accomplish 
their sou) destroying and God dishonoring 
schemes, 

To use smooth and soft language in cases of 
this kind, is actually criminal. If the press 
does not sound the alarm, and come out against 
these characters, (which disgrace and annoy 
our country like the frogs and locusts of Egypt) 
we neéd not expect in a few yearsto have a 
vestige of religion left. Now is the time to a- 
wake and oppose them successfully ; soon it 
will be too late ; the power and authority 
which they soon may gain, will bid defiance to 
all opposition ; and then Satan, whose cloven 
foot is now so conspicuously shown, will tri- 
umph over the ruin of our civil and religious 
liberty,as in the countries in Europe, where 
priestcraft has been suffered to flourish and 
reign without control. 

“ There are times when it is criminal, when 
it is a renunciation of principle, for an honest 
press to be silent : when truth is assailed, or re- 
ligion attacked, or morality abused—for a pub- 
lic journalist to be silent under such cireum- 
stances, is to be subservient to corruption. The 
conductors of an honest press should be like 
those sentinels mentioned by the Prophet Jer- 
emiah, ‘who will never hold their peace.”— 
They should not, in the language of another 
Prophet, be as ‘dumb dogs,’ but they should 
give warning to the nation, when the rights of 
the people, the liberties of the country, or the 
purity of religion are attacked. The man who 
does not condemn principles inimical to civil 
and religious liberty, is unworthy to be a pub- 
lic journalist.” 


EXECUTION. 


‘The following account of the execution of 
James Reynolds, the murderer of Capt. West, 
is taken rom the National Gazette of Novem- 
ber 21. 

“ James Reynolds was hung at New York, 
on Saturday. As usual, there was much pa- 
rade, military and religious, at his execution. 
The criminal rode-in a barouche ; he deliver- 
ed a speech ; the clergy prayed and sang ; and 
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‘when the erercises were concluded, they 
shook hands with him, &c. ‘The New 
York Commercial Advertiser has made the 
most of the affair in three columns of report, and 


furnished a long letter from Reynolds to his 


wife, of the most pious strain imaginable. The 
last paragraph of it, as follows, is a fair sample 
of the whole. ’ 

“¢T'he surgeons may have my poor body, 
but my Saviour will have my precious soul. I 
see angels in my room at night ready to carry 
it to Abraham’s bosom the moment it is separa- 
ted from the body. . There has been something 
revealed to me a few nights ago, from the in- 
visible world, which I am bound to keep secret 
from any person but one man. Iam happy, 
happy—farewell. I am your’s while living, and 
shall be equally so when dying.’ 

“This is almost blasphemy ; but, as the Ad- 
vertiser acknowledges that the language of the 
murderer’s speech ‘betrayed great ignorance,’ 
we must presume, from the language and tenor 
of the letter, that it was written for him and 
not by him. We cannot admire these putative 
compositions, any more than the general en- 
deavor to canonize wretches, who imbrue their 
hands in the blood of their fellow creatures, in 
the most ferocious manner, and for the vilest 
of motives. 

“ We see by the Baltimore papers that a ne- 
gro woman, Mary Williams, nas been convict- 
ed by a jury inthe City Court, of murder in 
the first degree, perpetrated with fell cruelty, 
upona relatively small provocation. In all 
likelihood, this fury will suffer capital punish- 
ment, and she too will be converted into a ser- 
aph. We shall be told, perhaps, that she also 
was visited by angels in her prison, and had a 
particular revelation from the Most High. And, 
then, who would not wish to be placed in the 
same situation, to be blessed with celestial vis- 
ions here and assured of supreme beatitude 
hereafter? So much for public executions as 
they are conducted in our regénerative times. 

“ Within the present year, several cases 
have been related, of persons who have com- 
mitted suicide, and particularly of some poor 
women who destroyed their children and them- 
selves at the same moment, under the impress- 
ion that they thereby immediately secured 
their salvation. These pompous accounts of 
the sanctification of felons have a direct ten- 
dency to beget a similar illusion in minds sus- 
ceptible of fanaticism ; or, at least, they deprive 
the punishment of death of those effects upon 
the multitude which mainly constitute the pol- 
icy of its adoption. —Its glories and its promis- 
es outdo or counteract its terrors.— Tears flow 
for the victim on earth—harps are strung for 
him above—Heaven opens to receive him—his 

end is so fortunate that it is to be universally 
desired at almost any sacrifice.”—Reformer. 
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Let'all professérs of the impartial faith in 
Christ, consider the mighty influence of per- 
sonal example. 





UNIVERSALISM PECULIARLY CONSOLING IN CA- 
LAMITY AND BEREAVEMENT. 

It has often been said of Universalists, that 
all their apparent peace and tranquillity are 
bone when afiliction or death overtakes them: 
but is it proper to judge of a sentiment from 
the,description its opposers give it, or from the 
visible effect it has on those who believe it >— 
I have for some time theorized on the sustain- 
ing power of a sincere belief in the impartial 
goodness of God, but my trust in the love of 
my heavenly Father has not been severely tri- 
ed until this season, in which his bereaving 
providence has twice visited me. But I cay 
truly say his paternal regard has never been su 
deeply felt as in my greatest affliction. Nor 
has the consoling power of my belief in Uni- 
versalism been as constantly, or as rejoicingly 
experienced, as in my deepest distress. 

I have felt with joy the truth of the declara- 
tion, that “whom the Lord loveth he chasten- 
eth,” and “ though he cause grief, yet will he 
have compassion according to the multitude of 
his mercies.” 

A firm belief that the Governor of this and 
all worlds is actuated by a sincere desire for 
the felicity of all his subjects, and that he will 
overrule eaclrevent for their individual advan- 
tage, as he is not wanting in power to execute 
his every wish, is the only adequate support 
for man while suffering under the painful dis- 
pensations of God’s love.—This can cheer and 
sustain in the most trying scenes of life, and 
while the tomb is closing over our nearest and 
dearest friends, we can look forward with joy- 
ful anticipation to that immortal jubilee, when 
“every creature which is in heaven, and on 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in 
the sea, and all that are in them, will be heard 
saying, blessing, and honor, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb, forever and ever.” . 

There is no belief within the scope of human 
imagination which has power to silence ever} 
murmur of the heart, and to bring each feeling 
of love and gratitude into exercise, like a firm 
and enlightened belief in the unbounded and 
unchanging love of God for all his offspring.— 
When we perceive that every dispensation of 
his providence is designed for our good, and 
will certainly result in it, as God carries his ev- 
ery purpose into the most perfect accomplish- 
ment; when we feel the truth of the affirma- 
tion, “ that his tender mercies are over all his 
works ;” when his chosen messengers assert 
| that “he doth not afflict willingly, that no af- 
| fliction for the present is joyous but, grievous, 
_yet that nevertheless it worketh the peac ‘able 
fruits of righteousness to those that are exercts- 
_ed thereby,” can we longer doubt his love, or 

distrust his care ? 
When we can realize that we have an immot- 
| tal and unchanging Parent, whose nature is love 
and who made and governs all things, and 
without whose observation not a sparrow falls 
| to the ground, can our confidence be weak *— 














His very nature is a sufficient warrant for our 
unlimited trust in his dispensations: He de- 
clares in his word that “ love worketh no ill to 
his neighbor,” and can a God, whose very es 
sence is love, bestow those things on his chil- 
dren, which he knows will ultimate in their e- 
ternal ruin? Letus answer this question to our 
hearts, and live in agreement with our belief. 
May our highest aspiration be to prove our- 
selves grateful for the blessing we have receiv- 
ed in the revelation of God’s love to all his 
creatures, and that he designs to purify and 
consequently to save all his offspring.—Reli- 
gous Inquirer. 


ORTHODOXY PICTURED TO THE 
LIFE. 

The following extract from the Triangle, 
written by the late Reverend Mr. Whelpley, a 
Presbyterian clergyman, most forcibly exhib- 
its the gross inconsistencies of modern theolo- 
gy, and displays their ruinous influence on the 
hearts and lives of those to whom they are con-: 
tinually preached. Indeed, what is better suit- 
ed to lead men into unbelief of the scriptures,or 
to give them self-complacency in the midst of 
all their abominations, then the positive assur- 
ance that they were damned before their birth, 
by the decree of God, for the sin of Adam ;— 
that they can do nothing to better their condi- 
tion, or change the face of eternity, but that 
every prayer they hear, every warning’ they 
receive, every sermon to which they listen will 
sink them lower in eternal torment, and kin- 
dle a hotter fire in their souls, long as God shall 
be God. The practical utility of the ortho- 
dox scheme has been most awfully proved in 
the conduct of those, who have acted on its 
teachings, and declared that it had 


*‘Consign’d their unborn souls to hell, 
And damn’d them from their mother’s womb !” 


On the other hand, how has it promoted the 
cause of religion, by assuring men, that if they 
were elected, all their crimes would be forgiv- 
en and they received to glory, though the 
most horrid enormities should be perpetrated 
by their hands, long as they have power or dis- 
position to commit them? Did they feel 
strongly disposed to abandon their sins, and 
to join themselves to the Lord with lamentation 
and remorse for their past iniquities, because 
they were informed that they could entertain 
no good thought, speak no good word, nor per- 
form any good work, till the omnipotent, unso- 
licited and mysterious spirit of God has instan- 
taneously changed their souls? Let those who 
feel or judge, reflect on these things, and com- 
pare their observations with the opinions of 
the following extract.—Religious Inq. 


‘With no design to exaggerate or color 
too highly, [have, in the preceding numbers, 
given a sketch of the incessant strain of preach- 
ing pursued in many congregations of this city- 
I have not misrepresented, neither have I with- 
held the truth. As I said, I have no contro- 
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versy with any man: and am willing to give 
full credit to the learning and talents of many 
who teach these doctrines.—Indeed, I have a 
charitable h ope that some of them imagine they 
are laboring in the cause of truth. But truth 
will one day instruct them that, as “ they have 
sown the wind, they shall reap the whirlwind.” 

“T will not undertake to say that all the w 
cesof the city are chargeable to their er- 
rors; far from it; but I will undértake to say 
that their doctrines are calculated, and tend, to 
drive men to scepticism, deism, atheism, liber- 
tinism ; nay,to madness, The rash and un- 
wary man that enters their assembly is amazed 
to hear his assent challenged to propositions 
from which his understanding revolts with hor- 
ror: assertions are arrogantly, as it were, 
crammed dowm his throat, which insult his 
reason. He is told he can do nothing, yet 
threatened with endless perdition for his neg- 
lect. He is condemned for a sin he never 
committed ; commanded to do what he is told 
he cannot do; and exhorted to believe ina 
Saviour who never died for him. 

“The muddiness, the confusion, te arro- 
gance with which these sentiments are hurled 
forth in a storm of popular eloquence, or shall 
I say vociferation, precludes all possibility of 
conviction. One man sits and hears it with 
that kind of stupid amazement with which we 
hear a hail storm rattling upon the roof, and 
thunder rolling oyer our heads, till he is stun- 
ned intoa kind of thoughtless reverie, and 
gathers as much from it as Cushi did from the 
defeat of Absalom: “ I saw a great tumult, my 
lord, O king, but knew not what it was.” An- 
other hears it with contempt and secret indig- 
nation, and as he retires, musing, says to him- 
self, “are these the boasted principles and 
doctrines of religion, said to be so luminous, so 
simple, so rational, so intelligible, so convine- 
ing?” But these teachers will tell him, for his 
consolation, “ No wonder you don’t understand 
these truths, for they are evangelical truths, 
and you are a natural man; therefore you 
cannot understand them.” Wretched subter- 
fuge ! As wise and as profound as if a man 
should say to me that “two and two are fifteen, 
and it is only because you want mathematical 
skill that you can’t perceive it.” Alas! what 
huge masses of flummery, falsehood, false doc- 
trine ; what immense cargoes of wood, hay, 
and stubble, the lumber and trash of specula- 
tion and fanaticism, are vended as evangelical 
truth, which the natural man cannot under- 
stand ! 


MISSIONS. 

Among the Missions that have been lately 
abandoned in the Russian Empire, for want of 
success, and the opposition of the government, 
is that at Serepta, founded by the Moravians as 
long ago as. 1765, and recently occupied by the 
Moravians and the London Missionary Socie- 
ty. Also, the Missions at Astrachan, and in 
the Crimea, founded by Missionaries from 
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Scotland, and which have been supported at a 
great expense. This does not much look as if 
the millenium was to be brought about by the 
missionary undertakings and associations of the 
present day. 

A few years since, the Emperor Alexander 
was highly extolled for his religion, and great 
expectations were entertained by the friends of 
Missions, with regard tothe success of mission- 
ary efforts, and the distribution of the Bible in 
the Russian Empire. Those expectations ap- 
pear now to be wholly blasted. After all, per- 
haps the “ autocrat of all the Russias,” in op- 
posing the missionaries, is actuated more by a 
jealous fear that they will intermeddle in the af- 
fairs of his government, than by any real hos- 
tility to genuine religion, or to any kind of re- 
ligion. He has no doubt heard or read of such 
things, and is determined tobe the sole ruler 
throughout his vast dominions. It is probable 
he has just about as much religion now, and 
just as little,as he ever had or ever will be 
likely to have ; and it is a great pity and a dis- 
grace that no one in this day who is great, rich, 
or noble, can show any respect to christianity 
and to missionary operations, without being ex- 


toled to the skies, and represented as a saint.— 
Reformer. 
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his gentile brethren, like a prudent man, fore. 
warned them oftheir danger in order to secure 

the abiding happiness of the -gospel and its 

fruits. 

The besetting sin of the Jews was pripk.— 
Not that they were naturally prone to that sin 
more than other men; but the abundant por- 
tion of good things bestowed on them, by a 
gracious God, they mistook for a signal appro- 
bation of their religious zeal ; and what were 
manifestations of peculiar favor, they consider- 
pow as the rewards of merit. They turned the 
grace of God into laciviousness ; and being the 
legal descendants of pious ancestors, and the 
rightful heirs of preeminent privileges, they 
lost sight of their dependence on God, neglect- 
ed the weightier matters of the law, and thus 
placed their fondest hopes on their own out- 
ward observance of rights and ceremonies, 
which, though good in their place, were com- 
paratively of little worth. Hence, they “ stood 
only in meat and drinks, and divers washings, 
and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until 
the time of reformation.” Heb. ix. 10, ~They 
hoped for justification by the deeds of the cere- 
monial law, and thought they stood ona broad 
and permanent foundation ; but the event 
proved, that notwithstanding their confidence 
in themselves, they fell ! 

The Gentiles, being engrafted in among them, 
and with them made partakers of the root and 
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fatness of the olive-tree, were exposed, both 


PROVE ALL THINGS: HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS Goon. | from the aliurements of exaltation, and the ex- 








Mr. Eprror:—I should be gratified to see 


‘amples of the proud, to the same evils which 


the Jews had brought on themselves. 





in some future number of the Gospel Advocate, 
an exposition of 1 Cor. x. 12. 


If we stop to moralize on this subject, it will 


“ Wherefore | appear, that a constant sense of our dependence 


Ict him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest, | 00 God and the power of his grace, is expedient, 


he fall.’ 1 haye no apprehension that the fall | is necessary, to keep us from felling. 


here mentioned will ever be to a place of fire 
and brimstone, yet itis evidently an admoni- 
tion worthy of our serious consideration. Your 
ideas on the subject will doubtless oblige many, 
and particularly, Yours, Respectfully, 
MICA SPENCER. 
Niagara, Dec. 1, 1825. 


REPLY. 

The passage above mentioned stands con-) 
nected with a contrast of the relative conditions 
of the Jews and Gentiles. The first, were 
represented as having fallen from their former 


Not, as 
our correspondent observes, that we are in dan- 
ger of falling into a hell of fire and personal 
devils, but we are in danger of falling into the 
| snares of that pride which is ever ready to jus- 


| tify itself, which is ever ready to say “I thank 


God, I am not as other men are!” 

We sometimes see those, who pretend to 
much piety, who assume to feel humble, who 
call themselves followers of the meek and low- 
ly Jesus, and who pretend to all the catalogue 
of moral virtues, sensorious to the last degree. 
proud even of their humility, boasting of the 
soundness of their darling orthodoxy, and ever 





high estate, while the latter, were then in the | ready to consign toa relentless devil all whio 
enjoyment of those gospel privileges and bles- | dare call their infallibility in question! Such 
sings, the author of which, had been rejected, ! being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and go- 


crucified and slain. 


ing about to establish their own righteousness, 


Sudden and unexpected elevation, from a | have not submitted themselves to the righteous- 


low to a high condition, is sometimes danger- 
ous. Many new temptations present themselves, 
arrayed in all the facinating allurements of 
novelty ; and are calculated to entice the in- 
experienced heart from its allegiance to God 
and virtue. Indeed it requires more fortitude, 
to bear prosperity, than it does to endure ad- 
versity ; and the apostle, foreseeing the evils 
which might accrue, from the emancipation of | 





ness of God. They think they stand, they do 
stand on their own foundation—but let them 
“take heed lest they fall !” 

REMARKS. 

Subjects like the one above considered, are 
applicable to all classes of society, as well as 
to almost every individual. When we see 
grey-headed orthodoxy puffed up with its own 
consequence, assuming the right to decide and 
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control the creeds of its devotees and the con- 
sciences of mankind, we may mourn over its 
depravity, and address the monster in the lan- 
guage of our text; “let him that thinketh he 
standeth, take deed lest he fall.” 

The world is divided into sects, parties, and 
denominations, of various views, motives, and 
feelings. Each looks forward to its elysian 
fields, its golden heaven, or its blissful paradise, 
Each one is strong and thinketh he standeth.— 
But it would be well for all to avoid resting the 
hopes of heaven, on the platforms of men. The 
omnipotent energies of the Eternal, will sweep 
away each refuge of lies, and in a moment of 
trial will cause the air-built castle of the infatua- 
ted follower of error, to fall to the ground. 

How important is it, therefore, that those 
who trust in the impartial love of God who build 
their house on the Rock Christ Jesus, should 
look to themselves and the evidences of their 
acceptance in the beloved. Many, it is to be 
feared, think they stand, who are not practical- 
ly conversant with those imperishable testimo- 
nials of a Saviour’s love, which secure s.:lva- 
tion to the world. May all be induced to seek 
the wisdom from above and by becoming ac- 
quainted with truth be made to stand so as not 
to fall. 

SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NO. 4. 

Preach the word ; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprové, rebuke, exhort, with all 
long-suffering and doctrine. 2. Tim. iv. 2. 

The above words relate to the duty of the 
ministers of Christ. They were originally ad- 
dressed to Timothy, by the eminent apostle of 
the gentiles. They contain much useful and 
interesting instruction, which, when duly con- 
sidered, may be productive of good. 

The first duty enjoined, if performed is that, 
which distinguishes the faithful gospel minister, 
from the hypocritical pretender. The former, 
preaches Christ, the latter himself: The for- 
mer proclaims the salvation of God through 
Christ, the word of God ; the latter preaches a 
salvation by works, through priests. This dis- 
tinction should be observed while we pursue 
the subject, and will he.p usto ascertain what 
is required by the command, “ preach the word.” 

It was peculiarly gratifyingto the primitive 
preachers of the gospel, to be enabled to say, 
“we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord ; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ 
sake.” They were commissioned to preach the 
gospel, or “ Christ crucified,” which, was “ to 
the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
foolishness,” and which, was unto them which 
were called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ, the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God. It was 
not only their duty to preach thus, but they 
were required to preach nothing else. Hence, 
Paul was ready at all times to declare, “wo is 
me if I preach not the gospel.” 

If we now, for a moment, consider the differ- 
ence between preaching the gospel, and preach- 
ing the law, we shal] be prepared to judge of the | 





| primitive apostles of our Lord. 
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full extent of thvir divine commission, It is 
said Acts xv. 21. that “ Moses of old time, hath 
in every city, them that preach him, being read 
in the. synagogues every Sabbath day.” St. 
Paul and his associates had no authority to 
preach thus, but were constrained to proclaim 
the gospel, Hence he says,1 Cor. i, 17.— 
“ Christ sent me not to baptise, but to preach 
the gospel.” ‘The gospel, when considered in 
its most significant sense, is simply “glad ti- 
dings,” and since it “shall he unto all people,” 
it appears,that “preaching the word,” consists in 
announcing to ALL, good tidings of great joy.— 
This is the first and highest duty 6f ministers ; 
and as such, should be observed. 

How different from this, is the preaching of 
many, who pretend to have been called, and 
sent into all the world to preach! It is a noto- 
rious fact, that many preachers say more about 
hell in one discourse, than did all the apostles 
of our Lord in thirty years!—And, unlike St. 
Paul, some appear to be sent on purpose to ad- 
minister baptism and other ordinances, and to 
preach bad tidings to all but those of the elect, 
who anticipate much satisfaction from seeing 
their neighbors in endless wretchedness. F or,re- 
ally, kind reader, the bencvolent soul can never 
be made glad with tidings of hell, even for the 
finally impenitent. 

The next duty of the minister, to be con- 
sidered, is that unceasing watchfulness, and 
untiring faithfulness, which distinguished the 
“ Be instant 
in season, out of season.”” This implies, that 
the watchmen upon the walls of Zion, should 
be ever at their posts, and always ready to meet 
joyfully the spoiling of their goods, if exposed ; 
and ever willing to labor, and suffer reproach 
for trusting in the living God. 

If we open our hearts to conviction, a flood 
of testimony comes upon us, calculated to con- 
vince us, that but 2 small proportion of modern 
preachers, are disposed to comply with this 
rule. A desire to live in ease, and enjoy the 
“good of the land” is doubtless the moving prin- 
ciple with many who preach, or pretend to 
preach, the gospel, The world has ever been 
filled with preachers of this description. Their 
first object has been to obtain a “ good living.” 
And too frequently it happens, that a good liv- 
ing is defined to mean a salary, from one to 
three thousand dollars per annum ! To this av- 
arice,may be addedexamplesof unparalleled id!e- 
ness, indications of unpardonable licentiousness, 
unnecessary. neglect of important duties too 
numerous to be mentioned, and, to cap the cli- 
max, a desire to be greeted in public places, 
and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi! These 
remarks are general and willapply themelves. 
The innocent will not be offended, and. the 
approbation of the guilty we desire not. 

The contrast between the indefatigable la- 
bors of the ancient apostles, and those of our 





well-fed parsons of the present day, is such as 
to cause every enlightened heart to revolt at 
the wickedness of the latter. O, ye sainted 
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messengers of a world’s salvation, how have 
the pretended followers of Jesus, apostatized 
from the purity of thy examples! 

It is desirable, that every preacher of God’s 
impartial goodness, should keep his skirts clear 
of the guilt and infamy of fattening on the gifts 
of community ; yea, and ever to be desired, 
that each one should be willing to tabor and 
suffer reproach because of trusting in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men. At pres- 
ent, there is no great danger of running into 
those extravagances ; but it is to be feared, that 
such may be the case hereafter. The Lord 
knows, that generally speaking preachers of 
universalism, are poor enough at present—and 
may the Lord make them faithful. But even 
a desire to be rich and increased with goods, is 
to be avoided by all those who preach the gos- 
pel in the love of it. 

The next duty that devolves on the minister 
of Christ, is expressed by the few words “ re- 
prove, rebuke,exhort, with alllong suffering and 
doctrine, It requires a heart devoted to God 
and the cause of truth, and a soul possessing an 
entire willingness to suffer on account of Christ, 
to enable a minister of the gospel to reprove 
his fellow beings for obvious faults. But know- 
ing his master’s will, a neglect to perform it is 
worthy of many stripes. 

It appears to be incompatible with the rules 
of common civility, to “creep into houses and 
lead captive silly women [or men] laden with 
sins;” and something entirely repugnant to com- 
mon-sense, to pretend to much solicitude for 
the welfare of “ poor immortal souls,” while at 
the same time it is perfectly plain, that the ob- 
ject of such pretenders, is to obtain some favor 
from, or in the sight of those, who are represen- 
ted as so much exposed to the wrath of God! 
But judicious reproof, administered in the spir- 
it of meekness, can never do any harm, and 
may be productive of much good. The faith- 
ful minister, will therefore be cautious to dis- 
criminate between clerical impudence, and 
friendly admonition. Exhortations to repen- 
tance, and moral virtue, enforced by the all-pre- 
vailing goodness of God ;—seasonable reproof 
for any gross, or even trivial misdemeanors ;— 
and a judicious exposure of all errors in doct- 
rine or practice, are duties, which, however 
painful they may be, should be carefully ob- 
served by every public servant of Christ. 

The above, are a few of the duties tbat de- 
volve on preachers of the gospel; and from 
these it may be inferred, that their obligations 
are neither few nor small. Their labors are 
truly important, inasfhuch as great good may re- 
Their task is arduous, inas- 
much as incessant application to private study 
and public labor is indispensably necessary, to 
the end that the cause of truth and morality may 
be promoted. ‘The work ofthe ministry, may 
therefore be considered as deserving the whole 
time and talents of those who engage init. Not 
a moment should be lost, nor a sjngle talent left 
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These plain and obvious facts are too evi- 
dent to require proof; and there are certain 
other things to be considered in connexion with 
them, which may now be briefly noticed. We 
have seen that the necessary labors of the min- 
ist: y, are such, as to require the whole attention 
ofthe one engaged in the sacred work; and 
this fact suggests two ideas which are deserving 
of attention. 

First, no one should be encouraged who is 
not properly qualified for the undertaking, It 
is not pretended, that an apprenticeship ata 
theological school is indispensible, nor that the 
appendage of Rev. or D. D. is in all cases to be 
insisted on as all-important; but honesty of 
heart, devotedness to the cause of pure religion, 
and an acquaintance with the scriptures, as wel] 
as with men and things, appear to be essential 
qualifications. Added to all this, the God of 
heaven must have done something for the 
preacher of Christ, or the labor will be in 
vain. 

Secondly : Ministers, when once encouraged, 
should have a competent support. All are 
ready to say that a preacher should devote his 
time to the work in which he is engaged ; and it 
would be a hard case indeed, were preachers ce- 
nied the privilege of saying, if such be the fact, 
those who thus devote their time & talents to the 
service of their fellow men, should have “ a liv- 
ing” not only promised, but actually furnished, 
Nothing can be more abhorrent to our feelings, 
than extravagant salaries ; we totally disavow 
any desire to secure to our brethren in the minis- 
try,any thing more than a decent living; by which 
is meant a reasonable competence ; and as fear- 
lessly assert, that brethren professing faith in a 
God of everlasting kindness, are sensurable— 
are criminal, if through neglect or inattention 
they withhold the needed pittance from their 
servants, 

It is a well known fact, that many preachers 
in this western region, are but scantily supplied 
with the convenient things of this life ; and the 
evil, if suffered to continue, will soon drive them 
to more hospitable climes,or compel them to 
break even the sword of the spirit into a plough- 
share or pruning-hook. We repeat it, there- 
fore, the evil should no longer be permitted to 
remain among us,—the sooner it is done away, 
the better. 

Let ministers of the common salvation, be 
ever ready to do their duty; and may the 
friends of impartial grace, wherever scattered a- 
broad, be prompt and faithful in the discharge of 
those obligations which they place on them- 
selves.—This course if steadily pursued, will 
be the means of causing thousands to rejoice in 
the light of divine truth, who otherwise may be 
left to sit in darkness and the shades of moral 
death; and thus too, the hands of the weak 
will be strengthened, and the hearts of the poor 
be made to rejoice. 





Thou, O Lord,remaineth for ever ; thy throne 
from generation to generation. 
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PROSPECTUS | 
Of the Fourth Volume of the 


GCRPRL ADVCOATE. 


TureeE years have now nearly elapsed since 
this publication commenced ; and although 
from a small beginning its progress has been 
moderate, yet the present demand for it, from 
an enlightened and generous public, seems to 
indicate the expediency of its continuance.— 


The Gospet Apvocate was originally design- | 


ed to convey light, truth, and_ spiritual liberty 
to the destitute, as well as to defend those 
divine principles of impartial grace, which en- 
sure to mankind an equitable and certain pun- 
ishmeat for their sins, and a final deliverance 
from all iniquity. Nothing has yet appeared 
to convince us that such objects are incompat- 
ible with the pure religion of Christ, or detri- 
mental to the well-being of community. The 
same, or a similar course will therefore be 
pursued during the coming vear. Truta will 
be sought after with candor and zeal, and exhib- 
ited in “ great plainness of speech,” to the un- 
derstandings of our readers, attended with that 
simplicity which should ever adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour, and those indubitable ev- 
idences of its authenticity found in the Scrip- 
tures of the two Testaments, and to be drawn 
from the reason and fitness of things Error 
will be detected as far as our discernment will 
enable us so to do, and, when discovered, will 
receive its condemnation by a “ thus saith the 
Lord :”—while those who are in love with it 


shall be entitled to a,place in our columns, and 
to our best endeavors at a candid refutation. 


All alliances, with parties in the christian 
world, farther than a promise to defend the 
pure principles of that Gospel which is “good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all 
people,” we honestly disavow. In a word ;— 
the Gospe. ApvocaTE shall be conducted on 
fair and liberal principles ; the doctrine of 
God’s illimitable and impartial goodness shall 
be faithfully maintained ; the arguments of our 
opponents shall be candidly discussed ; the 


doctrine and religion of Christ shall be exhibit- | 
design of them is, todo us good; and direct our 


salvation shall be adduced from the fountain of | 


ed to the mind; and the evidences of a world’s 


wisdom and truth, With this frank and explicit 


avowal of its object, this. work is submitted to- 
a liberal public, believing that enlightened 
| requires ; aud that every law of his is both ane- 
| 


generosity will support our undertaking and 
secure it a liberal and permanent patronage. 


—— 


(G-NOTICE.—The Editor will preach at 
the Court-House next Sabbath at the usual 


hours of service. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
OTAHEITE. 


The ceremony of crowning a king was per- 
formed in Otaheite on the 21st April, 1824, 
with great pomp. The crown was placed be- 

















Mr. Nott (one of the missionaries) anointed and 
_ crowned the king, saying, “Pomaree, I crown 
thee king of Otaheite, Eimoe,” &c. and then 
gave the benediction inroyal form. Is this 
mummery, this outrageous mixture of kingcraft 
and priestly power, to extend wherever chris- 
tianity is spread? If so, we shall regret the 
conversion of the Otaheitans. We want no 
more racks and wheels and dungeons, “ for the 
sake of religion.” 

It is wisely ordered inthe United States that 
the civil and religious authorities shall not have 
any direct relation between them. It is a con- 

nexion that bas deluged the world with blood, 
‘and caused the most horrible blasphemies that 


‘ever disgraced mankind : Itis the parent of 


| hypocrisy, and the nurse of all that is wicked 
and base.— Niles’ Register. 


JUDICIAL OATHS. 

“Is it not a species of impiety to introduce 
the name of God in our wicked disputes,” sol- 
emnly invoking the Almighty Ruler of the U- 
niverse, to the attestation of an account of gro- 
ceries or the contents of a bale of goods, andon 
many other, not only trifling, but ridiculous oc- 
casions ? The administration of these oaths has 
become a trade, by which persons live in com- 
fort and luxury. The practice is disgusting, 
its use doubtful: men of integrity speak truth 
| without it: persons of opposite principles are 

restrained by the law; they fear man, not God. 
The practice is a relic of the union of church 
| and state. Governments have on all occasions 

availed themselves of the service of the church 
and the church has rarely omitted opportuni- 

ties of ingratiating itself with the -state. 
| The mind of society is not yet ready for 
leaving off this political, religious contrivance 
but it is probable, that some future legislature 
willchange the system for the benefit of reli- 
gion, morals and policy.” 











THE LAW OF GOD. 
God never imposes upon us laws, as axbitra- 
ry tests and trials of our obedience. The greai 


actions to our interest. This, if we firmly be- 
lieve it, will infinitely encourage our obedience; 
for when I am sure God commands me nothing 
but what my own health, ease, or happiness 


cessary and sovereign prescription against the 


| disease of my nature, and that he could not 
prescribe less than he has, without being defec- 


_tive in his care of my recovery and happiness, 
| with what prudence and modesty can I grudge 
to obey him?—Dr. Scott. 





A division has taken place in the British 
and Foreign. Bible Society, on account of their 
publishing the Apocrypha, for the use of for- 
eign countries. The Edinburgh Committee 
have withheld their remittances in conse- 


tween the Bible and the code of laws; and , quence. 





















- 


SGI i ae 
A ae “ 

a - S sor ~< As nad 
Cet " « 
— a a o- 


Thee 
i 
«re 


-_ 
= “er. 
> ar ie 


ee 
Sane By 


Cette neem 


co 


we 


+ 
~ 


~. > -_— 


ERO IS 
watt oa ral 
ee a ee Sg 


a Fa a tare 































































392 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 








MISSIONARY FRAUDS. 

Jn several] successive reports of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, mention was made of aschool upon the 
Madras _ system established in a certain settle- 
ment in Newfoundland, called Twillingate, by 
a Mr. Leigh, a magistrate there, to whom “ an 
adequate supply of national school-books, slates, 
&ec. was sent for the purpose.” The progress 
of the school was spoken of ; it was said to be 
“ well attended,” and to have produced a very 
beneficial alteration in the conduct and man- 
ners of the inhabitants. What is the fact ?— 
No such school ever existed at Twillingate! If 
Mr. Leigh furnished the materials to the so- 
ciety for their report, he must have dreamed of 
the school, or written his account under the in- 
fluence of opium! The Newfoundland people 
are ungracious enough also to be dissatisfied 
with the religious teachers appointed them, In 
1822,two persons were taken from humble 
stations in the navy, to be turned into missiona- 
ries. One is Mr, Charles Blackman, who came 
first to the Colony in his Majesty’s ship Sir 
Francis Drake, and who, while rated in the 
ship’s books as an able seaman, was retained in 
the capacity of school-master, by his Excellency 
Sir Charles Hamilton, the Governor of New- 
foundland, to instruct his son, a boy about the 
age of 11 or 12 years; and who, in the early 
pa of 1822, went to England, whence in a- 

out three months he returned, clothed in the 
clerical character. The other isa Mr. Wil- 
liam Bullock, who for several years served as a 
midshipman on the Newfoundland station, and 
who went to England in the winter of 1821, 
and returned to the Colony early the summer 
of 1822, qualified by the appointment of the 
venerable society. We know what large sums 
are obtained annually from the deluded people 
of England, to support this and other sanctified 
societies : but if the publication in the Reports 
of statements, such as we have exposed, be not 
“‘ obtaining money under false pretences,” what 
is London Examiner. 


PERSECUTION IN SWITZERLAND. 

At Lausanne, in the Canton de Vaud, Swit- 
zerland, a cold and barren orthodoxy prevails, 
The creed is sound, but itis inefficient. The 
words of “ sound doctrine” play upon the ear, 
in their confessions and catechisms, but the 
“ form of godliness” only is there, without the 
power. Bigotry and intolerance complete the 
description. Almost inquisitorial powers are 
assumed by the clergy. As soon as any man 
sives offence, the magistrates make no scruple 
of banishing him at once.—They allow no dis- 
sentients from the establishment, not a soul.” 

One section of a decree from the council of 
state at Lausanne, contains the following :— 

‘¢ All persons whose proceedings tend to gain 
proselytes to a sect that is opposed to the peace 
ofthe church and public order, shall be prose- 
cuted, with a view to their being punished.”.— 
London Magazine. 








The only foundation of a radical improve- 
ment in man, must be sought for in obedience 
to the internal sense of right and wrong, bes- 
towed on every individual of the human family. 
Outward circumstances are of importance jn 
effecting reform, in proportion as they are more 
or less favorable to virtue ; but they occupy 
the second place only among the means of this 
reform. Let every man do what he knows to 
be right, and avoid what he knows to be wrong, 
and we shall soon seea rapid and radical im- 
provement in society, whatever may be the 
external circumstances that surround it.— Bere- 
an. 
EEE 


POETRY. 





| 














I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 





THE WILDERNESS. 
BY S. OSBORNE. 


There is a wilderness, more dark 
Than groves of fir on Huron’s shore ; 
And in that cheerless region, hark ! 
How serpents hiss, how monsters roar, 


*Tis not among th’ untrodden isles 
Ofvast Superier’s stormy lake, 
Where social comfort never smiles, 
Nor sun-beams pierce the tangled brake. 


Nor is it in the deepest shade 
Of India’s tyger-haunted wood ; 


Nor Western forests, unsurveyed, 
Where crouching panthers lurk for blood.. 


Tis in the dark uncultur’d soul, 
By education unrefin’d— 
Where hissing malice, vices foul, 
And all the hateful passions prowl— 
The frightful wilderness of Mind. 


—— + oo 


EPITAPH 
On a Poor but Honest Man. 


Stop, reader, here, and deign to look 
On one without a name, 

Ne’er entered in the ample book 
Of fortune or of fame. 


Studious of peace, he hated strife ; 
Meek virtues filled his breast ; 

His coat ofarms—* a spotless life,”— 
‘“ Anhonest heart”—his crest. 


Quartered within was innocence ; 
And thus his motto ran,— 

“ A conscience void of all offence 
Before both God and man.” 


And in the last great day, though pride 
Now scorns his pedigree, 

Thousands shall wish they’d been allied 
To this great family. 





